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Answer Key to “Understanding the Concepts of Statistical Information: 
Computing Exercise” 

 
 
2 i. One article in The Daily was found.  If you haven’t read the explanation for the 

search terms that were used to find this article, read Endnote 1 now. 
  
2 ii.  The title of this article is “The Daily, Wednesday, September 3, 2003. Canadian 

Community Health Survey: Mental health and well-being” 
 
2 iii. The article in the Edmonton Journal appeared on September 4, 2003.  Therefore, it 

was one day after the story in The Daily.  Most newspaper articles based on news 
releases in The Daily appear within one or two days of the official release. 

 
3 i.  The name of the survey for this article is the Canadian Community Health Survey 

(CCHS). 
 
3 ii.  This release is based on the second cycle.  You will need to know the cycle of a 

survey for longitudinal and repeated surveys. 
 
3 iii.  The sample size is around 37,000 cases of those aged 15 and over in all of the 

provinces. 
 
3 iv. The title of the publication associated with this news release is the Canadian 

Community Health Survey: Mental health and well-being, 2002. 
 
3 v.  The STC catalogue number for this publication is 82-617-XIE, free. 
 
3 vi.  The age groups are not in equal 5- or 10-year groupings.  Rather, they appear in 

one 10-year grouping and two 20-year groupings, vis., 15-24, 25-44 and 45-64.  
Sex and age differences are not compared.  Consequently, this source won’t 
answer all of the questions raised by our patron. 

 
3 vii. 15-24, 25-44 and 45-64 
 
4 i.   Yes, CANSIM tables are associated with this publication. 
 
4 ii.  105-1100 
 
6 i.  Are the “Numbers” in this table population estimates or the number of cases from 

this survey’s sample?  This question is asked to heighten your awareness about 
the statistics that you read in e-tables.  We know that this table is based on the 
above survey (3 i), which has a sample size around 37,000 (3 iii).  The numbers in 
the table the total of all men and women is almost 25,000,000.  Clearly, these 
numbers have to be estimates based on the sample of 37,000.  

 

http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/82-617-XIE/free.htm
http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/82-617-XIE/free.htm
http://www.statcan.ca/cgi-bin/IPS/display?cat_num=82-617-XIE
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6 ii.  Which age group for males is the most vulnerable to a major depressive disorder? 
Men 15-24 where the percentage is 4.3. 

 
6 iii. Which age group for females is the most vulnerable to a major depressive 

disorder? Women 15-24 where the percentage is 8.2. 
 
6 iv. Is age available in 5- or 10-year groupings?  Not uniformly.  There is one 10-year 

age group 15-24, one 40-year age group 25-64, and one open-ended age group 
beginning with 65.  Again, this table won’t satisfy the interests of our patron who 
wants uniform 5- or 10-year age groupings. 

 
6 v. Which CANSIM table is identified in the footnotes? CANSIM table number 

01051100. 
 
7 i. Is depression among the chronic conditions reported?  Yes 
 
7 ii. Which age group for males is the most vulnerable to a major depressive disorder?  

Using the “Probable risk of depression” column, Males 20-24 has the highest 
percentage at 7.3. 

 
7 iii. Which age group for females is the most vulnerable to a major depressive 

disorder?  Again, using the “Probable risk of depression” column, Females 15-19 
and 20-24 are both at 12.0 percent. 

 
7 iv. Is age available in 5- or 10-year groupings?  There is no uniform 5- or 10-year 

groupings, but rather a mix of 3, 5, 8, 10, 15, 20 and open-ended at age 65.  This 
is getting closer to what our patron wants but still isn’t uniform age groupings. 

 
7 v. Which CANSIM table is identified in the footnotes? CANSIM table number 

01050005. 
 
7 vi. Is the CANSIM table number the same as the one found in Step 6v above? No.  It 

appears that there are at least two tables based on this survey with different 
breakdowns on depression.  There may be more. 

 
8 i. How does this table relate to the HTML table in Step 7 above?  The CANSIM table 

is more comprehensive than the HTML table in Step 7.  That is, the HTML table is 
a subset of CANSIM table 01050005. 

 
8 ii. What is the data source for this table?  The source remains the Canadian 

Community Health Survey.  These results however appear to be based solely on 
cycle 1 since the year of the survey source is listed as 2000.  The CANSIM table is 
not explicit about the cycle from which these findings were derived. 

 
9 i. How many search results were found?  37 results were obtained on March 5, 2004. 
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9 ii. What is the dissemination channel of the first item in the result list?  The title of the 
first hit is 82C0013 National Population Health Survey data file - Custom 
tabulations - Household component, which is a custom tabulation or pay-per-
view service. 

 
9 iii. Record the catalogue number for the “Canadian Community Health Survey 

profiles.” 82-576-XIE Canadian Community Health Survey profiles 
 
9 iv. Record the catalogue number for the “Mental Health of Canada’s Immigrants.” 82-

003-SPE20020016336 Mental health of Canada's immigrants 
 
10 i. What are the different levels of geography for which summaries have been 

prepared for the CCHS?  Canada, provinces, territories, Health Regions, Census 
Metropolitan Areas, and Rural-Urban Regions. 

 
10 ii. What database system is used to provide access to these statistics?  CANSIM 
 
13 i. Is this publication available through DLI or DSP?  The DSP. 
 
13 ii. Under the Methods section of this article is the subheading, Data Source.  What is 

the source used by Jennifer Ali in her article?  2000/01 Canadian Community 
Health Survey 

 
13 iii. Are the frequencies that are reported population estimates or sample sizes?  

Sample sizes.  The numbers in Appendix A represent a subset of cases from the 
full CCHS.  A footnote states that these are normalized weights to the sample size.  
This means that the weight variable provided by STC has been divided by the 
mean of the weights to remove the scale factor that would produce population 
estimates.  The Methods note also states that 1,180 cases were excluded because 
their Health Region did not include the module on depression.  Also, cases missing 
any data from the set of variables were excluded.  This resulted in a sample size of 
92,379 of Canadians between the ages of 15 to 75. 

 
15 i. What does the note say is the source for this variable?  The note says: Based on 

SDCACCB. See documentation on derived variables. 
 
15 ii. What are the values and value labels for this variable?  Canada =1 and Other = 2. 
 

 


