
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Greetings to all! 

We are pleased to publish the Fall 2013, 
Volume 14, issue 2 of DLI Update, the 
Data Liberation Initiative’s newsletter. 

In this issue, we review the DLI’s 
arsenal of training tools, the Licence 
Q&A section for a question on postal 
codes, a review of the concept of data 
release announcements and a farewell 
to our DLI colleague Jackie Godfrey. 

In addition, we highlight upcoming 
product releases, review on current 
activities, and welcome new DLI 
contacts.  

 

Feature Articles: 
 

  

As this DLI Update goes to press, we 
are already starting to prepare the next 
issue. If you have any announcements 
for upcoming issues or would like to 
submit an article discussing an aspect of 
working with data or providing data 
services, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us at dli-idd@statcan.gc.ca.  

We would welcome your articles! 

Happy Reading!  
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DLI’s arsenal of training tools:  Licence Q&A 

Chantal Ripp , DLI Section, Statistics Canada 

 In 2005, the Data Liberation Initiative launched a tool aimed at helping in the interpretation of the Data 
Acquisition and Use Agreement, commonly known as the “DLI Licence”, in use at the time.  With the 
dissemination of the new Licence agreement this year, which includes several appendices, it was time to 
review the questions. 
 
The Licensing Questions and Decisions section of the DLI website (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/dli-ild/caselaw-
jurisprudence/faq-eng.htm) offers highlights of the licence with special focus on who can use the data and 
the acceptable uses of data products.  
 
The site allows the reader to peruse through examples of licence interpretation requests.  Each example is 
a real question posed by DLI Contacts from across the country. The format of the site has been updated in 
order to better align with Government of Canada website standards.   
 
Each example is formatted in a similar fashion: 

 Question : What was the original question (may have been modified) 

 Key Issues:  
o Is the individual an authorised user? examines if the requestor is an authorised user of DLI 

data. 
o Is the proposed use within the licence? explores the intended use of the data and whether it 

is in line with the DLI licence or associated appendices 

 Decision : after reviewing the facts, a decision is rendered: approved or declined. In instances 
where the request is declined, a link is provided to explore other alternatives to access Statistics 
Canada data 

 
Example on the DLI website:  
5.  Question:  A student who wishes to send a questionnaire has asked is there a way to get a list of 
anonymous addresses? 
 
Key Issues: Is the individual an authorised user? 
Authorised users are current full or part time student, current full or part time faculty members, and 
administrators and/or faculty members  in good standing within the DLI institution. 
 
Is the proposed use within the licence? 
The Postal Code Conversion File (PCCF) provides a link between six-character postal codes and standard 
Census geographic areas such as dissemination areas, census subdivisions and census tracts. It also 
provides a latitude and longitude coordinate for a point representing the approximate location of the postal 
code to support mapping. 
 
Licence terms of use: The Licensee shall not use the data product for the following mail preparation 
purposes: 
 
(i) addressing mail; 
(ii) presorting addressed mail 
(iii) preparing unaddressed mail by householder count for delivery 
 
Decision:  Declined.  
Clients wishing to use the Data product(s) for this purpose will be directed to Canada Post. 
 

Suggestions and comments to update the Licence Q&A are always welcomed! 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/dli-ild/caselaw-jurisprudence/faq-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/dli-ild/caselaw-jurisprudence/faq-eng.htm
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In reviewing some of the messages on the DLILIST it appears that at times there are 
questions and expectations concerning a perceived delay as to when data from a 
survey are released to the public and when the microdata file is placed on the DLI 
site. In an attempt to help clarify the situation the following is a brief explanation of the 
process in place at Statistics Canada concerning the release of data and in particular 
a public use microdata file. 
 
OFFICIAL DATA RELEASE - THE DAILY 
 
Statistics Canada policy requires that “Official release of all Statistics Canada data will 
take place through an announcement in The Daily”. Until this “official release” takes 
place no data resulting from a Statistics Canada survey can be published or in any 
way put into the public domain. The announcement can take the form of a simple 
“data availability” announcement consisting of a few lines to a full major release which 
can include tables, charts, graphs and analysis. It is important to recognize exactly 
what is being released when reading an announcement in the Daily. 
 
The output from any of Statistic Canada’s many surveys can include one or more of 
the following main products: 
 
1) the data themselves, which may be accessed through custom requests; 
2) a report/publication containing analysis, tables, charts, etc.; 
3) aggregated data contained in a specialized software or other format; 
4) a public use microdata file containing individual survey records. 
 
It is very important to note that once the data have been “officially released” as one 
product or format it is not necessary to announce in the Daily when they are released 
in a different format. This means that although an author division may place a “data 
availability” announcement in the Daily it does not mean that there is a product (ie. 
microdata file, publication, etc) available at the same time nor that one will ever be 
available. 
 
Although the ultimate release of a survey may be a public use microdata file, there are 
times when the announcement in the Daily will be to simple announce that the data 
themselves are available. The actual microdata file may not be available to the public 
for some time after that. One of the reasons for announcing the availability of data in 
this fashion is to allow for researchers to begin accessing the data, (ex. through 
custom tabulations), while work continues on the creation of a public use microdata 
file. 
 
PUBLIC USE MICRODATA FILES 
 
Statistics Canada Conducts approximately 400 surveys per year, covering 
households, institutions, businesses and administrative data. The creation of public 
use microdata files is possible for areas where there is sufficient members of the 
universe to allow the identity of the respondent to be masked. Thus it is easier to 
produce such a file for the household and individual sector than it is for businesses. 
In fact, it is virtually impossible to create a public use microdata file for the business 
sector as a whole. 

I read it in "The Daily"... 
by Michael Sivyer 
This article was originally featured in the fall 2000 issue of the DLI Update (Volume 4, issue 2). Some of the content has 
been edited to reflect the current situation.  
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In those sectors where the creation of a public use microdata file is possible, there are a number of steps 
which must be followed to ensure that no breach of confidentiality occurs. Included in theses steps are: 

- the removal of all identifying personal variables which pertain to name, address, phone number etc; 
- the re-grouping of some continuous variables or variables with detailed coding structures into 
grouped values (ex. age, occupation, income); 
- the complete suppression of some variables where re-grouping would not suffice; 
- the creation of special derived variables by combining the responses of two or more variables, etc 

 
The data contained in the resulting file must also undergo reliability checks to ensure that when released 
they will still meet Statistics Canada criteria for data quality. As well different metadata (ie. codebooks, 
record layouts, User Guides, etc) for this file must be produced. 
 
During the creation of this file, the project team is aware that the research community requires as much 
detail be left on the file as possible to allow for meaningful analysis. Usually every effort is made to 
accomplish this objective, thereby making the decision as to the level of detail for each variable a time 
consuming effort. 
 
Once a project team has created a public use file the output must be reviewed by the Microdata Release 
Committee. This committee reviews all the steps and measures taken by the team in the creation of the 
file. It may, and sometimes does, happen that the Release Committee decides additional precaution (ie. 
suppression, re-grouping, etc.) must be applied before approval for release will be given. The project team 
must then perform additional steps and create a new version of the file, perform all of the checks again, and 
re-submit the new version along with new documentation to the Release Committee. Although not the usual 
case, this process can be repeated a few times before official approval for release of the microdata file is 
given. This is one of the reasons there can be a time lag between the announcement of the availability of 
survey results in the Daily and the actual release of a public use microdata file. 
 
Once approval is received then copies of the file and accompanying documentation can be prepared and 
offered to the public. If the availability of these data has not already been announced in the Daily, then one 
must take place before dissemination of the public file can occur. If a data availability announcement has 
already been made, then it is not necessary to announce the availability of the public file. However, many 
divisions will make another announcement so that users will be aware that they can now access these data 
through another medium. 
 
DLI ACCESS 
 
Once the file is released for public dissemination it is given to the DLI Unit. The Unit then performs some 
checks and verification to ensure that the data and the documentation they have received are consistent 
with each other. Once the DLI Unit has performed these checks the file is then mounted on the DLI EFT site 
and an announcement is made on the DLILIST. As part of an international standardization effort related to 
social science data, the DLI is currently preparing DDI-compliant XML-based survey files and making them 
available through the DLI Nesstar webview.  
 

As mentioned, the DLI Unit performs some basic checks of the data and the metadata. Some of the 
aspects checked include: verifying that all components of the data and metadata have been received, 
verifying the record length as described by the metadata; verifying the number of records on the file to 
ensure proper transfer of data from the author division; etc. If the Unit finds a problem with the data 
and/or the documentation during this process they may have to contact the author division for 
clarification. Some problems can be answered immediately while others may require more time for the 
author division to rectify. 
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What the Unit does not check is the logic between the variables or other data inconsistencies. There may 
be times when, upon using the file, a user notices that there appears to be some inconsistencies within the 
data themselves. Once notified of this the Unit will bring these questions to the attention of the author 
division who will provide an answer or if required a new version of the file and/or documentation. Again the 
amount of time required to do this is out of the hands of the Unit. They do keep track of the time taken and 
follow up with the division if the delay seems to be too long. 
 
TRACKING DATA RELEASE 
 
To assist DLI clients in tracking and monitoring the time between the release of data in the Daily and the 
eventual posting of a data product in the Collection, the Unit has created a table which can be found under 
“Tentative release dates of DLI products” on the DLI Web page. This tables includes the following 
information: product name, expected data of release and the date the DLI Unit received the information.  
 

***** 
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Upcoming releases - Tentative release dates of DLI products 
 
Product: Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS) 2011 PUMF 
Expected date of release: Fall 2014 
Information updated on: October 23, 2013 
 
Product: Canadian Community Health Survey (CCHS) 2011 - 2012 PUMF 
Expected date of release: November 13, 2013 
Information updated on: October 23, 2013 
 
Product: Canadian Community Health Survey (CCHS): Mental Health 2012 PUMF 
Expected date of release: Spring 2014 
Information updated on: October 01, 2013 
 
Product: Canadian Internet Use Survey (CIUS) 2012 PUMF 
Expected date of release: December 2013 
Information updated on: October 23, 2013 
 
Product: General Social Survey (GSS) - Caregiving and Care Receiving (Cycle 26) PUMF 
Expected date of release: Spring of 2014 
Information updated on: October 2, 2013 
 
Product: Survey of Financial Security (SFS) 2012 PUMF 
Expected date of release: Spring 2014 
Information updated on: October 01, 2013 
 
Product: Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics (SLID) 2011 PUMF 
Expected date of release: Spring 2014 
Information updated on: October 23, 2013 
 
Product: Travel Survey of Residents of Canada (TSRC) 2012 PUMF 
Expected date of release:  end of March 2014 
Information updated on: October 23, 2013 
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The DLI Training Repository 
 

The DLI Training Repository is a valuable resource of which all DLI contacts should be aware and 
use. It contains training sessions and workshop presentations from the DLI, and from other national 
and international conferences over the years.    
 
We were asked to move the training repository from Ozone.  Carleton University graciously offered 
to host the DLI Training Repository.  The new DLI Training repository features a modern interface, 
which allows for faceted searching.   
 

You can access the new Training Repository here http://cudo.carleton.ca/ 
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Did you know?! 
 

We have been working hard on updating the DLI Survival Guide! 
This Guide was developed to serve as a reference document for 

DLI Contacts in participating institutions across Canada.  The 
guide includes valuable resources, including information about the 
program, contacts in the community, and product highlight sheets 

on selected products!  

 

DLI Webinar series 
 

The DLI is pleased to present a new series of webinars!  Each month we will host a webinar in 
collaboration with various subject matter division within Statistics Canada.  View the Calendar of 
Events on the DLI website for upcoming sessions!   
 
Past sessions included Access to Justice Data presented by Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics 
(CCJS) and an Overview of the Input-Output tables and derived products by Industry Accounts 
Division (IAD). For those who could not participate, the sessions were recorded and made available 
through the DLI EFT site.  The presentation materials are also available through the DLI Training 
Repository. 

  
Upcoming session: 
 
November 18-19 2013 
CCHS Annual Component – present and future, presented by Canadian Community Heath Survey 
(CCHS) 

  
Stay tuned for more details! 

http://cudo.carleton.ca/
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Here and there 
 

New DLI contacts: 

Concordia University – Welcome back Alex Guindon 
Grant MacEwan University - Tara Stieglitz 
University of Saskatchewan - Robert Alary 
Université de Sherbrooke - Philippe Feredj 
University of British Columbia - Darrell Bailie 

Laurentian University - Tomasz Mrozewski 
McGill University - Eamon Duffy 
Mount Royal University - Brian Jackson 

Retirement of Jackie Godfrey! 
 
Jackie is originally from Montreal where he attended Concordia University earning a degree in computer 
science. He moved to Ottawa when he joined Statistics Canada in 1980. He began his career at Statistics 
Canada working in the Systems Development Division where he was involved in a variety of programming 
duties on projects such as the labour force, health, CANSIM, as well as others. He later moved to  
the Electronic Data Dissemination Division (later renamed Dissemination Division) where he met Ernie 
Boyko, the godfather of DLI in Statistics Canada. This eventually led to his assignment as the technical and 
infrastructure manager of the DLI program.  
 
Jackie was involved with the DLI since 1995. During the planning stages of creating a DLI Team within 
Statistics Canada Jackie was asked to take on the responsibilities of setting up and monitoring the 
infrastructure to store and disseminate the files via the internet. In the beginning, Jackie was  
responsible for creating the FTP site and the web site; preparing and loading the files, establishing and 
monitoring security guidelines and procedures to access and download the files, ensuring that the collection 
was regularly backed-up and that the DLI servers were maintained and adequate for the growing collection.  
He established the DLILIST, and its archive, and the search tools for finding files that were once available on 
our website. Jackie has supported the DLI’s move to other technical infrastructure to support the DLI 
communication and dissemination of its products.  
 
Jackie lists "eating" as one of his favourite pastimes and he is well known to always be ready to go out for 
something to eat.  We wish him all the best in retirement!  

 

Submissions and ideas for future issues of DLI Update are welcome and encouraged 
Please send your ideas and comments to dli-idd@statcan.gc.ca 


